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CLIFFORD WITCHER, 


INTRODUCTION 
READERS THIS MAGAZINE are doubt- 
already aware the fact that considerable 
research has been going during the past 
few years with the objective developing 
some means enable blind person detect 
the presence and positions obstacles his 
immediate environment, greatly re- 
duce the difficulties involved traveling 
alone. Unfortunately, many accounts these 


appearing the press and the 


radio have been much too sensational and op- 
timistic. However, the results achieved date 
are sufficient interest justify bringing 
them the the blind and others 
who may concerned. 

The major part the research carried 
thus far has been made possible through 
federally subsidized project under the direc- 
tion the National Research Council the 


Clifford Witcher, Ph.D., research engineer 
the Technical Research Department the American 
Foundation for the Blind. 


National Academy Sciences, 1944 the 
National Research Council appointed group 
qualified scientists from several fields 
constitute committee for the evaluation 
research guidance devices, and also at- 
tempts develop means which the blind 
would enabled read ordinary inkprint. 
This group, known the Committee 
Sensory Devices, was under the chairmanship 
Dr. George Corner, distinguished 
embryologist the Carnegie Institution 
Washington. central laboratory, the Has- 
kins Laboratories New York City, was also 
for the task testing and developing 
models devices. 

Unfortunately, this research program ended 
June, 1947, due lack further appropria- 
tions the Veterans Administration, with- 
out having produced practical working 
model either guidance device reading 
appliance. Nevertheless, did accomplish 
some rather significant results. the outset 
the research, one had any very clear 


. 
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ideas either what guidance device 
should actually do, how such device 
should The program succeeded 
providing fairly definite set answers 
the first question, well providing much 
the way practical information regard 
the relative merits various approaches 
the problem actually achieving work- 
able device. The same comments apply the 
case reading apparatus, but space does not 
permit further discussion the present 
article. Since the conclusion the Federal 
program, some research continuing 

much smaller scale, chiefly interested indi- 
viduals small independent groups. 
not inconceivable that this continued research, 
building the knowledge gained through 
the Federal program, may result some 
practical the next two 
three years, though the process could 
greatly accelerated renewal the Federal 
program the establishment some other 
similar research endeavor. 


How Devices Work 


The general principles underlying the oper- 
ation all forms guidance devices thus far 
conceived are basically the same, and are pre- 
cisely the principles made use with such 
sensational success during the last war 
radar. Let consider for moment how 
radar apparatus operates. radar set the 
transmitter sends out very narrow beam 
ultra-short radio waves. there object, 
target, the path this beam, the waves 
will strike and bounce back, return finally 
the receiver the radar set. Since the 
radio waves always the same, and since 
known very accurately, the time required 
for the waves make the round trip from 
radar transmitter target and back radar 
receiver can used give indication 
the distance, “range,” the target. This 
aspect radar therefore known “rang- 
ing.” The radar operator observes ranges 
means apparatus known cathode 


ray oscilloscope, which converts the radar 
nals into luminous spots lines 
escent screen, very much like that employed 
television receiver. Thus, say 
that makes use visual method 
nal presentation.” Now, the beam from 
radar transmitter were always sent out the 
same direction, the radar operator would 
never able detect object unless 
happened move directly into the path 
the beam. Therefore, every radar apparatus, 
provision made sweep the beam 
spiral motion, have pass repeatedly 
through every point the region which the 
operator wishes observe. This process 
called “scanning.” 

guidance device far constructed 
makes use ultra-short radio waves the 
same manner does radar apparatus, and 
hence the term “radar” cannot properly 
applied guidance device. However, every 
guidance device makes use narrow beam 
some form radiation (light, supersonic 
vibrations, high frequency sound waves), 
together with the three fundamental 
ples ranging, scanning, and signal presen- 
tation. The reason for not making use 
short radio waves the manner radar 
apparatus simply that this type radiation 
not very well suited, both from the stand- 
point ranging difficulties and constructional 
problems. 

The various types radar apparatus are 
designed indicate ranges anywhere be- 
tween 500 feet and 150 200 miles. the 
other hand, experience has shown that guid- 
ance device, order suitable for all 
purposes except the detection rapidly mov- 
ing objects, such automobiles, should in- 
dicate ranges from zero about 

With the exception one rather unsuc- 
cessful type, every guidance device developed 
thus far employs hand scanning. That is, the 


apparatus for transmitting the beam held 


the hand and moved back and forth scam 
the environment. This perhaps the worst 
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feature which has not yet been eliminated 
from the guidance device problem. prob- 
ably safe say that guidance device will 
really capable practical use blind 
person walking normal rate speed 
(three four feet per second) until some con- 
venient means rapid automatic scanning 
found. 

The problem “signal presentation” 
guidance devices has already passed through 
several distinct stages. all the earlier de- 
vices the signals were converted into various 
kinds sounds which the user could hear 
wearing pair headphones small hear- 
ing aid receiver. was finally realized, how- 
ever, that this method was thoroughly un- 
sound. Anyone familiar with the problems 
which blind person encounters traveling 
knows that most blind people are able ob- 
tain great deal information about their 
immediate environment through the use 
their ears. Therefore, least for guidance 
devices their present crude forms, some 
method signal presentation had found 
which would supplement rather than replace 
the normal use hearing. Two such methods 
have been tried thus far. the first, the sig- 
nals are presented tactually, either through 
vibrations the handle the device 
means vibrating point contact with 
the index finger the user. The chief 
culty with this method has been that re- 
quires too much power for used 
easily portable devices. has been found dur- 
ing the past year that the use slight electric 
shocks for signal presentation surprisingly 


The strength the shocks 


made directly controllable the user, that 
they can always considered safe and well 
below the level intensity required pro- 
duce pain, this method signal presenta- 
tion, well the tactual method just men- 
tioned, the signals themselves consist sharp 
beats, pulses, and the number such 
pulses received per second constitutes the 
means indicating the range the obstacle. 


Early the guidance device program, 
much attention was_devoted the develop- 
ment methods signal presentation which 
would give the most accurate information 
the exact distance the obstacle from the 
device. However, was later realized that the 
important problem was develop signal 
presentation system which would give the 
best possible combination speed and reli- 
ability judging the distance obstacle. 
The electrical stimulation method appears 
somewhat superior previous methods 
the basis this criterion. 

Recently several experimenters, including 
the writer, have constructed devices which 
the transmitted beam consisted very high- 
pitched, but audible, sound, sent out either 
continuously the form series sharp 
pulses. Ideally, device this type conveys 
the user the impression that actually 
hearing the sound though came from the 
obstacle directly. This almost the case for 
the devices actually built, though some- 
times possible hear slight sound from the 
device itself when obstacle present. The 
important point connection with this type 
device that requires receiving ap- 
paratus, since the ear the user serves 
receiver without, the same time, being pre- 
vented from acquiring other information 
about the environment. The extremely high 
pitch the sounds employed serves make 
them quite inconspicuous passersby, while 
enabling them heard through consider- 
able amount traffic, noise, etc., one who 
deliberately listens for them. full discus- 
sion this type device given article 
the writer the Radio-Electronic Engi- 
neering edition Radio News Magazine for 
October, 1947.) The distance 
when using this type device, estimated 
with the same degree accuracy with which 
one could estimate his distance from any fixed 
source sound, and therefore certainly with 
sufficient accuracy make possible avoid 
the obstacle. 
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There one further function which must 
performed any practical guidance device 
which has not yet been considered. This the 
function detecting step-down, other 
sudden drop, time prevent the user from 
falling. One form optical device, developed 
some time ago the Signal Corps, has been 
found capable detecting step-downs, pro- 
vided the user operating the device such 
way concentrate solely this function. 
practical solution the problem. must 
therefore still regard this one the funda- 
mental unsolved problems the development 
practical guidance device. 


December, 1946, some eighteen differ- 
ent models guidance devices were tested 
the Haskins Laboratories. Full descriptions 
these may found the report entitled Re- 
search Guidance Devices for the Blind, 
published the National Academy Sci- 
ences, December, 1946. The limited space 
available here does not permit many, very 
complete, descriptions these models. How- 
order give the reader some more 
definite the actual physical forms 
such devices, shall describe two rather 


briefly. 


This device housed metal box about 
2.5 inches thick, 7.5 inches wide, and inches 
high. wooden handle mounted top 
the box permits carried the hand. 
This box actually consists two sections: 
lower compartment containing six-volt stor- 
age battery, and upper, containing the 
necessary optical and electronic apparatus for 
operation the device. desired, the lower 
section can detached from the upper and 
supported means strap slung over the 
shoulder. the front the upper section are 
two lenses, one for transmitting sharp beam 
light from small automobile lamp inside 


the box, and the other for receiving light re. 
flected from obstacle and focussing 
the receiving photoelectric cell. 
tric motor inside the box serves rotate two 
discs—one between the lamp and the 
mitting lens which serves “pulse” the light 
the transmitted beam rate 500 times 
second—and the other between the receiving 
lens and the photo-cell. The purpose this 
latter disc provide means varying the 
form the received signal for different 
ranges. There hearing aid amplifier also 
located the upper section the box which 
serves amplify the received signals, that 
they can impressed hearing aid 
ceiver headphones. 

The ranging function this device 
accomplished through process triangu- 
lation, employing base line the distance 
five inches between centers transmitting 
and receiving lenses. The disc between 
ceiving lens and photoelectric cell provided 
with several radial slots different lengths. 
Without going further into detail the 
method operation this disc, may say 
that serves break the incoming signal 
into short bursts which vary frequency 
from two per second, for object about 
feet away per second for object three 
feet away from the device. Thus, object 
comes closer and closer the device, the 
pulsed signal heard the headphones be- 
comes faster and faster. The weight this 
device about nine pounds. 


This device makes use beam 
sonic vibrations sent out the form 
succession short pulses. consists 
metal box, about eight four three inches 
external dimensions, which serves house 
the batteries and electronic components, and 
pair horns, transducers, mounted 
frame with handle held the hand. 
The box provided with strap, that 
may slung over the shoulder the uset. 
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The two transducers are not unlike large 
pair opera glasses appearance, and they 
are connected the box means flexible 
wires about three feet long. Provisions are 
made connect pair headphones the 


box employ electric shock signal 


veyed the finger through pair metal 
electrodes mounted the handle the 
transducers. 

The electronic part this device some- 
what complex, and will not described 
detail here. Actually, comprises about 
dozen vacuum tubes with their associated elec- 
trical circuits. One section this electronic 
equipment transmitter, which serves 
produce the pulses supersonic energy sent 
out from the transmitting transducer. Another 
section constitutes receiver, which detects 
and amplifies the reflected pulses picked 
the receiving transducer. The apparatus 
arranged that the pulses picked the 
receiver serve influence the rate which 
pulses are sent out the transmitter, that, 
when object brought closer and closer 
the device, the whole electronic system works 
faster and faster. When the object first comes 
within the detection range the device (about 
ten feet), the receiver begins pick pulses 
ata rate some ten per second, and the user 
either hears feels these pulses. the ob- 
stacle comes closer, the received signal pulses 
become faster, reaching maximum rate 
about per second when the obstacle 
within few inches the device. 

Both the devices which have described 
will definitely serve detect obstacles, will 
most the other forms guidance devices 
far constructed. However, they, along with 
all the others, suffer from the defects pointed 


out above—the necessity for manual scanning 


and the inability detect step-down. 
addition, they possess the defects excess 
size, weight, and complexity. Until these de- 
fects are overcome, cannot truly said 


that practical form guidance device has 
been achieved. 


SOCIAL WORK CONFERENCE 


The American Foundation for the Blind 
sponsoring two programs connection 
with the National Conference Social Work 
which meets Atlantic City, April 23. 

The Foundation’s first session Monday, 
cussion the general topic “How Can the 
Needs Blind Assistance Recipients More 
Adequately Met?” Miss Catherine Drew, 
the Foundation staff, will present the find- 
ings the Foundation’s study aid the 
blind which has been carried seven 
states with the cooperation the state and 
local public assistance authorities. panel dis- 
cussion will follow, panel composed 
directors public assistance from the states 
which participated the study. Miss Jane 
Hoey, Director, Bureau Public Assistance, 
Federal Security Agency will preside. 

The Foundation’s second meeting will 
held Wednesday, April 21, 2:00 The 
subject for discussion will “Respective 
Functions Public and Private Agencies for 
the Blind.” Papers will presented Mr. 
Paul Conlan, Supervisor, Division Serv- 
ices for the Blind and Mrs. Nelson Mc- 
Cormick, Director, Detroit League for the 
Handicapped. Discussants will include Mr. 
Howard Hunt, Executive Director, Greater 
Muskegon Community Chest, and repre- 
sentative public welfare administration. Dr. 
Arlien Johnson, Dean the 
Southern California School Social Work 
will preside. 

The Foundation also plans maintain 
booth for consultation service and exhibit 
recently developed appliances useful 
blind individuals their daily activities. 


The blind Mexican composer, Alejandro 
Meza Leon, has been awarded the prize of- 
fered the Government Mexico for 
composition the form “Marcia Eroica” 
commemorate Mexican heroes 1847. 
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ONE LANGUAGE 


the Editor the Outlook for the Blind: 

are all living one world, and 
this world seems become smaller and 
smaller the means communication be- 
come faster and faster—we are coming nearer 
and nearer together. Here live, this 
little ball ours and speak each his own 
language, but are unable understand 
each other. Something has done about 
this! becoming more and more urgent 
for have common language besides our 
national language, language spoken and 
understood all over the world. This essen- 
tial for all us, for the blind well for 
the seeing. 

blind people outside the English- 
speaking world are trying hard learn Eng- 
lish order have access the rich braille 
literature printed English. Only few 
us, however, are able master the difficulties 
learning the language well enough 
enable read magazines and books 
English, and fewer still manage learn 
write English. The number the latter 
practically nil, with the exception those few 
who have had the rare opportunity live 
English-speaking country for con- 
siderable time. 

There means overcoming these 
troublesome circumstances. For sixty years 


The American Foundation for Overseas Blind has 
watched the progress this magazine for many years, 
and greatly indebted the Editor who has been 
helpful source information regarding the condition 
the blind and work their behalf many countries. 
Esperanta Ligilo has served valuable medium 
communication among the blind isolated parts the 
The Foundation has been very happy help Mr. 
Thilander measure with his financial problems 
connection with the support this publication. 


there has been existence international 
auxiliary language which has hundreds 
thousands friends all over the world. This 
language Esperanto. composed chiefly 
the most international words chosen from 
the modern languages, and its grammar 
simple possible. already has literature 
its own, and many works world 
ture are translated into it. taught the 
pupils many schools for the blind 
Europe. 

serious work and expenditure time, but 
the work and the time needed learn Espe- 
ranto are but fraction the work and time 
necessary learn national language. 

The blind outside the English-speaking 
world are anxious get touch and make 
friends with their fellow blind the United 
States. They are trying learn English, but, 
said, only few them are able learn 
read and write your language. Will not 
some our friends the United States 
learn the international auxiliary language, 
Esperanto, order able correspond 
with those who cannot learn English, and 
participate the international movement 
the blind? Since 1904, there has been 
ternational magazine braille Esperanto 
which has readers some thirty countries. 
Its name Ligilo” (the Esperanto 
Link). 

Dr. Gabriel Farrell, director Perkins In- 
stitution for the Blind, kindly told ina 
recent letter answering questions about 
the possibilities learning Esperanto, that 
copies textbook Esperanto may 
ordered from the Howe Memorial Press, 
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Perkins Institution for the Blind, Watertown, 
Mass. 

hope that some blind American 
friends will order the book and start learning 
the international language. have read the 
expression “the people the blind” some- 
where. there such people, they cer- 
tainly need common language. Thousands 
have learned Esperanto, although far 


not many blind people the United States 
have done so. have the names and addresses 
blind persons the States who have 
learned this international language. 
With kind regards, 
Sincerely yours, 
Editor 
Esperanta Ligilo 
Stocksund, Sweden 


HARALD THILANDER AND ESPERANTO 
FOR THE BLIND 


MICHAEL GEFFNER, 


25TH, Harald Thilander 
Sweden, called many prophet the 
world the blind,” celebrated his seventieth 
birthday. Doubly handicapped, due at- 
tack scarlet fever the age six, which 
deprived him his sight and the greater part 
his hearing, has, nevertheless, become 
outstanding leader and the foremost 
champion international cooperation among 
the blind. his opinion, Esperanto, the 
artificially-created, international language 
the best means furthering such cooperation. 

Among the various attempts establish 
universal medium communication be- 
tween different nationalities, Esperanto may 
considered the ideal. neutral, contain- 
ing elements all the leading languages, and 
easily learned, being extremely logical 
with simple rules allowing for exceptions. 
Through the use ingenious set pre- 
fixes and suffixes whereby single word may 


Prior making his home America, Michael 
Geffner taught residential school for the blind 
Vienna and edited braille magazine. now 
staff member the New York Guild for the Jewish 
Blind and the Jewish Braille Institute. 


assume great variety meanings, the 
mastery comparatively small vocabulary 
adequate for expressing even subtle shades 
language. 

Esperanto was created about sixty years ago 
Dr. Ludwig Zamenhof, eye special- 
ist Poland. After perfecting this means 
communication, devoted all his efforts 
towards spreading his international 
because considered the overcoming 
language barriers important contribution 
towards the establishment world peace. 

Esperanto has had its “ups and downs.” 
was its height when the old League 
Nations, its early stages, considered reso- 
lution the effect that Esperanto taught 
secondary language the schools 
every country, but, obviously, the world was 
not yet ready for it. present petition 
being circulated submitted the United 
Nations, the effect that Esperanto recog- 
nized one its official languages. 
the end July, 1947, 279,000 signatures had 
already been collected. For the purpose 
keeping alive interest the movement and 
order establish plans for spreading the 
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idea, annual congresses are being convened 
the large cities the world. 

While this country Esperanto com- 
paratively little known, many European 
countries, well the Far East, the 
interest universal language keen, for 
those countries there usually need for 
learning several different languages order 
properly communicate with the outside 
world. 

far, the practical use Esperanto the 
public general has not advanced very 
markedly. But there extensive litera- 
ture—both translations world classics and 
original writings—in this language, and 
number periodicals are being published. 
Also, several European radio stations have 
regular Esperanto broadcasts. 

Among the sightless, however, mainly due 
the initiative and insight Harald Thi- 
lander, Esperanto has assumed such impor- 
tance that being taught regular sub- 
ject many schools for the blind. ex- 
tensive correspondence being carried 
between blind people different nationalities 
which vital ideas and experiences are being 
exchanged. This means extending their 
contact the fellow-blind other countries 
valuable aid overcoming their isolation 
and widening their horizon. Braille books 
printed Esperanto are assured larger 
circle readers since they are not limited 
language boundaries, and Braille periodicals 
read all over the world help mold opinion 
regarding the welfare the blind. 

Harald Thilander, who remarkable 
linguist—and has addition Swedish and 
other languages perfect command Eng- 
lish, German and French—became acquainted 
with Esperanto early 1900, and immedi- 
ately recognized its value for the blind. Being 
profession Braille printer, was in- 
stantly struck with the possibilities which 
would result from the union Esperanto and 
Braille. This idea took root his mind and 
captured his imagination that wrote 
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hundreds enthusiastic articles and 
ing letters advocating the use Esperanto 
the blind. result his efforts, 1904 the 
magazine Esperanta Ligilo was founded, and 
1912 took over its editorship. deeply 
did feel the value this work that 
ried without remuneration, relying 
his Braille printing for his livelihood. Under 
his capable leadership became one the 
most popular magazines Braille. being 
read about thirty different Two 
its regular features are “Blindul 
Notoj,” reporting conditions the blind all 
over the world, and “Deziras Korespondi,” 
inviting correspondence between individuals, 

Encouraged the widespread popularity 

his magazine, and with the objective 
furthering cooperation among the blind, Thi- 
lander 1923 organized universal associa- 
tion blind Esperantists (Universala Asocio 
Blindaj Esperantistoj). Later went 
step further and invited national organiza- 
tions the blind unite Universal 
Association Blind Organizations (Univer- 
sala Asocio The busi- 
ness this new body was carried 
Esperanto, each country being represented 
Esperanto delegate. Recognizing 
real leader the blind, large 
number national associations 
themselves with the UABO, the abbreviated 
name the new organization. Harald Thi- 
lander acted its Secretary-General, addi- 
tion his work the magazine. 

Not only was fervent believer in- 
ternational cooperation but actively lived 
his ideals. Wherever possible 
dered assistance both organizations and 
individuals. embossed magazines and 
bulletins for countries where there were 
Braille presses. During the crises preceding 
the last war, utilized his influence and 
connections effect the escape many 
those blind who were potential victims 
Hitlerism. 

used the practice for the delegates 


the 
general 
spe 
atten 
gate 
able 
saw, 
the 
impres 
blind 
There 
from 
Melch 
from 
and 
tion 
Swedi 
tions. 
preset 
wife, 
Finni 
was 
ing 
His 
being 
hand 
talk 
trum 
lister 
pain 
medi 
and 


7 
“Pr 


HARALD THILANDER AND ESPERANTO FOR 


the UABO, while attending the annual 
general congresses for Esperanto, convene 
special sessions order deal with 
matters concerning the welfare the blind. 
one these congresses dele- 
gate from Austria and found unforget- 
able experience. was held 1937 War- 
saw, Poland, home country the President 
the UABO, Capt. Jan Silhan. was deeply 
impressed the number representative 
blind leaders high calibre assembled there. 
There were among others Professor Tancredi 
from Italy, Dr. Bano from Hungary, Agnes 
Melchior (sister the famous opera singer) 
from Denmark, Merrick from England, 
and Father Agnello from Belgium. addi- 
tion there were large representations from the 
Swedish and Norwegian national organiza- 
tions. Harald Thilander himself was not 
present this Congress, but his charming 
wife, Varma, well-known poetess both 
Finnish, her native tongue, and Esperanto, 
was there. was told that whenever did 
attend convention everyone found convers- 
ing with him very interesting and enjoyable. 
His speech clear and distinct, but prefers 
being spoken through the medium the 
hand alphabet for the deaf-blind. People can 
talk him directly means ear 
trumpet but almost the only voice can 
listen without experiencing annoyance and 
pain the soft, even voice his wife. may 
interest note here that the principal 
medium communication between Harald 
and Varma Thilander Esperanto. this 
Congress 1937 there was particular rea- 
son for our awareness Thilander’s per- 
sonality accomplishments. The Polish 
Government, recognition his efforts 
behalf the Polish blind had chosen this 
occasion award him one its highest 
orders, “Polonia Restituta,” thereby adding 
one more honor those already received, 
such the “Vasaorden” Sweden and the 
“Pro Benignitate Humana” Finland. 
Having been elected act one the 


secretaries this convention, had the 
opportunity observe first hand the 
serious approach all matters the delegates 
and the skillful manner which Captain 
Silhan, the presiding officer, conducted the 
meetings. The extensive agenda, resulting 
highly informative and constructive dis- 
cussions, included such items pension laws 


-in various countries, the problem steriliza- 


tion, and unified Braille Code for mathe- 
matics. Resolutions were drawn and subse- 
quently translated into national languages. 
particular interest was the resolution 
pensions which approved the system 
use Sweden, whereby blind people are 
awarded flat pension regardless their 
financial status, compensation for their 
diminished competitive ability. This resolu- 
tion was submitted the Parliaments 
several countries and there was prospect 
that time, that some instances, favorable 
action would taken. However, the immi- 
nence World War overshadowed every- 
thing else and ended progress that direction. 

The actual outbreak the war brought 
complete halt Thilander’s activities the 
international field and appeared though 
his life work had been shattered. 1946, 
however, due his indomitable courage and 
energy, had already resumed his work, 
revived the old contacts with his former 
collaborators and restored the magazine 
Esperanta Ligilo. 

The UABO congresses are convened 
again, and the first convention will held 
next summer Sweden, Thilander’s own 
country. 

One his projects present revised 
edition the Adresaro, directory all 
blind Esperantists throughout the world, 
which was published Braille about ten 
years ago, and contained more than 2,000 
names and addresses. The necessity for revi- 
sion obvious the light dislocations and 
fatalities caused the war. 

However, has now cope with grave 
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problems. There are difficulties getting the 
necessary funds for carrying out his projects, 
and finding young and competent colla- 
borators take over his work. Nevertheless, 
Thilander, with his unflagging spirit 
optimism, confident that will succeed 
his efforts and that the continuance his 
work will assured. 

Harald Thilander has won the affection 
and esteem all who have come contact 
with him. His understanding and intelligent 
approach all matters pertaining the 
blind, his accomplishments organizer 
and leader, his life-long devotion the idea 
international cooperation, have brought 
him the appreciation and gratitude those 
for whom has labored and have assured 
him prominent place the history wel- 


fare work for the blind. 


NEW MEMBERS FOUNDATION 
STAFF 


Mr. Peter Stone, who will direct fund 
raising and public relations operations for the 
American Foundation for Overseas Blind and 
the American Foundation for the Blind, has 
had long career these fields. His last posi- 
tion was executive director the Greater 
New York Chapter the National Founda- 
tion for Infantile Paralysis. this capacity, 
had under his direction the Chapter’s 
fund raising, through the March Dimes; 
lay and professional education 
programs, and volunteer services. also 
worked with the National Foundation 
Assistant the President, charge field 
activities, and National Director Pub- 
lic Relations. 

The creation and direction visual pub- 
licity program interpret the Americas 
each other part the Government’s soli- 
darity program for what was popularly known 
the “Nelson Rockefeller” Committee was 
another Mr. Stone’s achievements. 

Living Staten Island, Mr. Stone lists 


some his former 
president the Staten Island Tennis League, 
former secretary the New York Forge (the 
American Public Relations Association), 
mer member the National Publicity 
cil and former member the budget com- 
mittee, Staten Island Community Chest. 


Joining the staff the American 
tion for the Blind Field 
Mr. Hulen Walker comes well prepared 
for this position his experience work 
with the blind. 

Walker lost the sight one eye acci- 
dent about the age four and the sight 
the other somewhat later. attended the 
Tennessee School for the Blind, starting 
the primary department and graduating from 
high school. 1932, graduated from the 
law school Cumberland University and 
soon entered upon the practice law 
Nashville, Tennessee. During this period, 
became associated, for short time, with the 
Tennessee Workshop for the Blind. 

Early 1941, Mr. Walker moved the 
District Columbia and further studied the 
development rehabilitation work with the 
adult blind. During this period Washing- 
ton, study was made legislation dealing 
with the general welfare the adult blind. 

Prior joining the Foundation, Mr. 
Walker worked with the Veterans Adminis- 
tration, Vocational Rehabilitation and Edu- 
cation Service, supervising the rehabilitation 


the war-blinded. 


TERRY FOSTER DIES 


Terry Foster, assistant repre- 
sentative for Region III, Office Vocational 
Rehabilitation, died December 27, 1947 
his home Atlanta, Georgia. 

For more than twenty-five years, state 
and national rehabilitation service, Mr. Foster 
gave unstintingly his time and efforts 
the welfare the disabled. 
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COUNSELLING SERVICE FOR PRE-SCHOOL 
BLIND CHILDREN 


RAYMOND DICKINSON 


CHILDREN between the ages three 
and four years were busily playing the 
nursery school yard the Daughters Zion 
Nursery School North California 
Avenue, Chicago, everyone seemed 
happy with his particular activity. But sud- 
denly over one corner the yard two little 
boys, Ronny and his friend, began fighting 
over bicycle. His little friend had taken 
Ronny’s bike and refused give up. Ronny 
didn’t ask anyone help him; was out- 
raged and his temper flared up. was just 
going get back his bicycle, plowed 
into the offender and there ensued panorama 
pommeling and pushing; found fist 
his face and felt the child’s scratch. hit 
back and pushed the child the ground. And 
recovering his bike rode off victorious, 
supreme control the situation. 

Why did not the Nursery School teacher 
stop the fight and help settle without this 
violence, you ask. Well, you see, 
Ronny blind, and this represented his final 
sure, push his handicap into 
ground and depend upon his own resources 
adjusting the group seeing children 
with whom had been associated for the 
past few months. 

Ronny had come into his own. had 
established himself the group. Hitherto 
defenseless, had learned defend him- 
self, and had gained social recognition 
himself individual. 


Raymond Dickinson superintendent the Divi-. 


sion for the Blind the Illinois State Department 
Welfare. 


longer child set apart from other 
children, but knows that there are other chil- 
dren play and fight with, and has learned 
give well take. 

longer feels frustrated and scared 
because blind, nor does feel different 
from the other children. Ronny now his 
way toward becoming independent, contri- 
buting and recognized individual group 
seeing children spite his being blind. 
has met and found can deal with and 
live seeing world. everything that hap- 
pens him from this point builds this 
confidence and dependence 
and educated with other children and 
encouraged play with them and make his 
mark, his blindness will become less 
handicap than otherwise would be; his ex- 
periences will help guide the rest 
making the world one which other handi- 
capped children can find and hold their 
places. 

You ask, “How did happen that blind 
child was placed class with seeing chil- 
dren and not with group blind children?” 
Our answer is, because was felt that this 
group was what Ronny needed give him 
experiences like other children meeting 
his individual needs. story which 
not only the story Ronny and his parents, 
but also the beginning and development 
the Counselling Service for Pre-school 
Blind Children and their parents 
Department Public Welfare, Division for 
the Blind, and what being done there. 
began with the fact that 1946 there were 
services any kind available parents 
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pre-school blind children Illinois, and 
number people were becoming concerned 
about it. 


The superintendent this Division felt 


that something ought done regard 
the matter and wanted some sound advice 
how get started. Therefore, there was 
called together small group people inter- 
ested the blind and the welfare chil- 
dren. These included representatives from the 
Chicago public schools, the Commission for 
Handicapped Children, the Illinois Public Aid 
Commission, the Division Child Welfare, 
the Chicago Council Social Agencies and 
the University Chicago Eye Clinics, and 
community leaders welfare work. was 
decided that counselling service was needed 
for parents blind children school age 
and that should privately financed 
demonstration project. One counsellor, the 
person Miss Mollie Vlasnik, was selected 
and April 1946 was placed the pay- 
roll the Illinois Children’s Home and Aid 
Society which had agreed receive the funds 
which were made available and serve the 
sponsoring agency. The funds were forth- 
coming from the Chicago Community Trust 
and the Field Foundation pay the counsel- 
lor until July 1947. Miss Harriet Totman 
the Cleveland Public Schools, who 
unquestioned authority this field, gave 
much help and advice getting the program 
started. 

Miss Vlasnik had previous experience 
with the blind but she brought the Service, 
besides training the children’s field, love 
children and pioneering, experimental 
type mind. She immediately sought. help 
from every possible community resource, from 
doctors, teachers and children’s workers, and 
she went out into the homes mothers and fa- 
thers who were saddened and anxious because 
they had blind child their home, and 
who wanted know what about train- 
ing their child. Out these experiences has 
grown the present counselling service. 


During her early contacts with the mother 
with both parents, the counsellor learns 
whatever she can regarding the child’s physi- 
cal condition and development and the par- 
ents’ emotional reactions and attitudes 
cerning the child. She tries gain the con- 
fidence the parents early possible 
showing genuine interest and sympathetic 
understanding their feelings about their 
blind child, and allowing them freely 
express these feelings. Since all planning with 
parents for child depends upon the medical 
knowledge about the child, reports 
cured from the ophthalmologist 
pediatrician soon possible, and recom- 
mendations for follow-up are noted. 

One the first ways which help given 
parents relieving tensions which have 
developed because the diagnosis blind- 
ness for other reasons. Parents are relieved 
learn the counselling service provided 
the Division for the Blind; parents older 
children express regret that there was such 
service when their children 
Mothers become less tense and anxious after 
talking over their problems with other moth- 
ers mothers’ meetings organized oppor- 
tunities get together, and the institute 
for parents held the State School for the 
Blind. 

The counsellor’s services parents may in- 
clude planning with home-finding agencies 
for foster home placement children who 
need out their home temporarily, ar- 
ranging for medical care hospitalization, 
preparing the child for nursery school place- 
ment, seeking the nursery school, counselling 
with the nursery school staff preparation 
for enrollment and obtaining funds from com- 
munity resources pay nursery school fees. 
There may need for guidance finding 
the community agency best suited assist 
with the family needs—medical, financial 


the home, the counsellor gives practical 
assistance with training the need for such 
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help arises, such walking, talking, feeding, 
etc. She spends considerable time demon- 
parents whose have ex- 
hibited interest toys, ways which 
stimulate interest use toys appropriate 
the child’s development and experience; 
many parents look her for encouragement 
and direction she follows with them the 
progress their child’s development. 

‘Parents who wanted help came faster than 
the counsellor could keep with them until 
present the work Chicago alone greater 
far than she can handle and she begging 
for assistance which she badly needs. 

few months after the counselling service 
was begun, the Commission for Handicapped 
Children and other interested agencies again 
came the aid the Division for the Blind. 
institute was planned for one-week 
period the State School for the Blind 
Jacksonville, Illinois, where parents and chil- 
dren could come and get information and 
help with training problems their blind 
pre-school child. was illustrated what 
cooperation between many interested agencies 
can solve problem. The Commission 
took the responsibility for planning the insti- 
tute and the School for the Blind supplied 
housing, board and other facilities for the par- 
ents and children. The Division for the Blind 
with its counsellor coordinated and gave over- 
all direction, with the Division Services for 
Crippled Children and the Office Public 
Instruction collaborating sponsoring agen- 
cies with much invaluable aid from the Uni- 
versity Chicago and other agencies. 

statement the purposes the institute, 
and details regard the preliminary plan- 
ning, living arrangements and program were 
embodied the “Report Institute for 
Mothers Blind Preschool Children the 
Commission for Handicapped Children the 
which appeared the June, 1947 issue the 
Outlook. 


The first institute was considered have 


been successful that was repeated again 
1947. The second institute opened with 
attendance twenty-seven mothers and chil- 
dren and five mothers without their children; 
some time during thie session eight fathers 
were present and housing was provided for 
them the boys’ cottages. 

The program was planned 1946, with 
Miss Totman meeting with the parents each 
morning for group discussions. The plan 
having one room for the entire group chil- 
dren the 1946 institute was discontinued 
because the variation ages and social ad- 
justment among the children. Three rooms 
were provided and children were divided ac- 
cording social adjustment and ability. Five 
regular staff members were responsible for the 
three groups, with many volunteer helpers, 
consisting high school and college girls 
from Jacksonville, were needed each day 
give the children the required individual at- 
tention. More opportunity was provided for 
outdoor play involving large-muscle activities 
through such equipment sandboxes and 
pails, wheelbarrows, wagons, steps and ramp, 
slides and wading pool. regular nursery 
school teacher was added the staff for the 
entire week who was particularly helpful 
the mothers with training problems the 
youngest children. 

The institute was session over week- 
end order that fathers might attend for 
one- two-day period. 

specific recommendation many moth- 
ers has been that parents permitted at- 
tend either with without their babies 
early possible, since they feel that they could 
cope with their problems much better 
given this type encouragement and guid- 
ance soon after the diagnosis blindness 
made. They feel that the development 
many negative parental attitudes might 
altogether prevented help were given dur- 
ing the anxious early months the baby’s 
life. 


These institutes and the counselling service 
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together form the basis service pre-school 
blind children Illinois. July, 1947, the 
Division for the Blind took over the counsel- 
ling service regular state function and 
continuing from that point. 

Certain basic principles have guided 
developing the counselling service program: 

First, must always keep mind the 
fact that each blind child first all child, 
individual whose needs and desires are 
fundamentally like those other children 
and that his need for feeling secure will 
satisfied best his own home with his family. 

Second, the tensions and attitudes the 
family members must always considered 
working with the family. 

Third, order best- serve the parents 
and the child, all community resources must 
considered and made available, possible. 
The community approach the training 
the pre-school blind child should bring about 
wide interest and increased understanding 
the part professional and lay people, which 
-is essential assisting the child making 
satisfactory adjustment blindness. 

Fourth, the counselling service should pro- 
vide practical help and guidance parents 
training their blind child; supplementary as- 
sistance may provided through mothers’ 
meetings and institutes. 

Now, what about Ronny and the children 
like him? Let illustrate telling Ronny’s 
story. 

When Ronny and his mother returned 
home from the first institute Jacksonville, 
plans were begun for his enrollment 
nursery school with seeing children; the rec- 
ommendation the specialist had been that 
needed association with other children and 
that the mother needed the help she would 
receive with certain training problems 
were nursery school. The director the 
Daughters Zion Nursery School was chal- 
lenged the prospect the experiment, and 
her staff and the counsellor met talk the 
whole thing over. was planned that Ronny 


himself would guide them everything they 
did; his would individualized 
ment was ready attend regularly, 
his first trip school learned about the 
building, the entrance, the walks, and ac. 
cidentally met the director, Mrs. Saxon, the 
teacher about whom had talked, and who 
has been closely associated with all experi- 
ences the nursery school. 

then visited the nursery school during 
various times the day, first during the 
childen’s nap-time order become familiar 
with the playroom, then with one child pre- 
sent until was ready see the entire 
group. visited the playground and became 
familiar with the equipment 
there. One thought was paramount: that 
Ronny should feel secure every situation 
order insure good adjustment for him 
and for the staff. 

For awhile attended for hour two 
several days week; this time was increased 
was ready for longer periods, until 
lunch-time and nap-timé were finally in- 
cluded. After his first anxieties were over- 
come Ronny was eager school, and 
now attends regularly through nap-time, when 
his father calls for him. plays with the 
children the neighborhood when 
turns home from school, and before bed- 
time pleys house and school with his 
mother and father home. The nursery 
school experiences are helping Ronny his 
emotional and social adjustments seeing 
world, and the mother has had great deal 
help with training problems through the 
nursery school experience. 

the present time there are eight other 
blind boys and girls the Chicago area who 
are attending nursery school kindergarten 
with seeing children. One the nursery 
schools, real pioneer this experiment, en- 
rolled little boy who attended their school 
during his entire fifth year; now at- 
tending first grade one the braille rooms 
Chicago. This boy received help when 
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needed it; this exactly how all their 
children were treated, The independence and 
curiosity exhibited were gratifying 
observe. When left the nursery school 
was completely his own any their 
other children. 

small suburb adjacent Chicago has 
accepted the challenge providing oppor- 
tunities for little five-year-old blind girl 
become one the community—to make sure 
that the real handicap isolation never 
imposed upon her. man who member 
club interested services for children 
took her with him luncheon one day 
where the attitudes demonstrated the group 
were conformity with the basic philosophy 
training blind children. With encourage- 
ment and whatever help she needed, she ate 
her lunch with confidence and poise, con- 
sidering that for only two months has she had 
any encouragement and help learning 
feed herself. She felt entirely secure with her 
friends, and asked the same innumerable 
questions interest all children. She at- 
tends nursery school regularly with neigh- 
borhood children. 

carry the experiment forward the Coun- 
cil Social Agencies through its Day Nursery 
Committee and Nursery Directors banded to- 
gether and with unbounded enthusiasm did 
all they could see that blind children were 
given opportunities enroll 
with seeing children order determine 
whether this method would not help the blind 
children gain the experience they needed. 
addition the University Chicago through 
its psychology department tested and inter- 
viewed the children which the Division 
brought order note their progress 
and point out what their abilities and needs 

living which the handicap becomes not 
isolating barrier expression and achieve- 
ment, but individual characteristic which 
taken into consideration the educational 


process the same way other individual 
characteristics are considered the develop- 
ment and fulfillment the role each total 

recognize that this experiment, 
and not say that the only way 
pre-school blind children can and should 
trained. simply find one the impor- 
tant steps that can taken reduce the 
isolation and frustration physical handi- 
cap such blindness the point where the 
individual child may take his place and 
accepted seeing world. 


FLASH-CARD SYSTEM 


Blind people Fort Wayne, Indiana, have 
finally solved the problem how signal 
public transit John 
Long, who without sight, and the coopera- 
tion Indiana Service Corporation, the local 
transit operator. 

Mr. Long suggested small, but visible, 
sign book which blind people could carry 
with them and which would contain all the 
local transit route 

The book has eight pages, one for each 
transit route number and one for weekly 
pass. Each page perforated with the same 
number holes the route number. The 
blind rider counts the number holes, opens 
the book the desired route, and holds 
for the driver see. 

Early this month, Mr. Long’s idea was 
put into effect Indiana Service. worked. 
The coach operator easily saw the number 
and stopped pick him up. Now the books 
have been distributed all blind persons 
Fort Wayne through the Fort Wayne branch 
the Workers for the Adult Blind. 

Mr. Long very hopeful that his new route 
book will adopted many other cities. “In 
the summer,” said, “it isn’t bad missing 
trolley coach two—but winter it’s 
murder.” 
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REGIONAL REHABILITATION PROGRAM 
FOR THE BLIND 


HERBERT RUSALEM 


FOR THE BLIND, like all other social 
work state flux. Tracing the history 
this movement essence tracing con- 
tinuous line of.development, leading out, out 
the darkness ancient superstition into 
the light modern investigation and scientific 
method. This story change not complete. 
Slowly, inexorably, the social forces which 
are shaping the general mold our culture 
are teaming with progressive forward- 
looking elements this specialized field 
the inevitable end evolving forms, prac- 
tices and organizations which will lend in- 
creased effectiveness our work. Despite the 
presence static individuals and static ideas, 
these gradual changes irresistibly create new 
viewpoints and new approaches old prob- 
lems. There but one certainty—the fact that 
are, all our relationships, world, 
nation, and profession, moving with 
the evolutionary tide, growing, expanding 
and developing. The direction our move- 
ment and its meaning are not certain. 
matter fact, controversy clothes the issue, 
for while are all agreed objectives, 
many gulfs divide means. view 
the stream history which has evolved the 
national state and which has seen 
the problem blindness move from neglect 
private organized charity and finally 
state responsibility, this paper holds that the 
evidence points the rehabilitation the 


Herbert Rusalem supervisor guidance 
sonnel the Anderson School, Staatsburg-on-Hudson, 
New York. present leave for advanced study 
and research. 


newly blinded being conducted regional 
retraining basis with greater emphasis laid 
upon the psychological implications blind- 
ness. 

Unquestionably, the problem the ad- 
visability work for the blind being central- 
ized under regional national administra- 
tion too complex for consideration this 
paper. The plans blueprinted herein are con- 
centrated upon the focal problem the ad- 
justment the newly blinded individual and 
how his needs may most efficiently met. 
Since are narrowing our view de- 
limited segment wide field, our conclu- 
sions are limited this single circumscribed 
area. 

Many blind individuals upon first encoun- 
tering the threat psychological abandon- 
ment and worthlessness following loss sight 
read the achievements the workers 
St. Dunstan’s and Avon Old Farms with 
good deal mixed emotion. While being 
understandably elated the refined tech- 
niques and reported successes 
these projects, they have been troubled 
the burning questions, “Why must wait 
for war develop such techniques, and 
why must they restricted the war- 
blinded?” Comparing their own experiences 
with local and state agencies, with the highly 
integrated functional program the Vet- 
erans’ Administration and the Armed 
they have been impressed with the planning 
and organization these latter groups. The 
answer their question simple. en- 
lightened democratic society which seeks the 
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highest development its citizens, the best 
service available need not wait created 
emergency needs and need not kept 
from civilians reason notions States’ 
rights decentralization. Regardless 
principles involved, the pragmatic view 
foremost—that which serves best best. 
the blind individual has materially better 
chance for adjustment through centralized 
retraining project, then such project will not 
long being created and opened for his 
service. Theoretical notions cannot impede 
this movement and should not, single 
blind person being made the victim dis- 
service. 

reading the data derived Evelyn 
McKay from the Bulletin the Social Se- 
curity Board relative provisions made 
the several states for aid the blind, one 
struck the wide variations sums pro- 
vided and quality service afforded. blind 
man Missouri fundamentally copes with 
the same problems blind man New 
York California. Blindness and its chal- 
lenges not stop state lines. The fact 
the matter that the differentials state 
programs are not always based upon honest 
differences opinion what constitutes 
adequate income what can regarded 
ample service. fact, elements po- 
litical nature and economic origin are 
greater significance. The quality some 
state programs dependent upon the income 
and the industrial development the particu- 
lar state, upon the opinions the dominant 
political party, expediency taxa- 
tion, and other factors unrelated the basic 
problems blindness. There serious doubt 
whether the accident residence should 
paramount determining such national 
issue, transcending local prejudices and local 
coloring. cannot view blindness being 
forty-eight different problems. one and 
must solved one. need determine 
from the products our best research and 
experience the best possible program for the 


newly blinded and install such program for 
the benefit every American, regardless 
race, color, creed state. 

investigating the best means providing 
this type program, involving first inte- 
grated retraining plan and second under- 
standing that will serve minimum 
standard for all citizens who qualify for it, 
are struck the fact that inadequate re- 
sources manpower, training and funds 
make this job uneconomical for the individual 
situation which each state will maintain 
its own counterpart Avon Old Farms, pro- 
viding the necessary specialized personnel and 
materials. the same time, complete centrali- 
zation the federal government with its at- 
tendant dangers bureaucratic control and 
excess standardization not the answer. The 
midway point lies regionalization, which 
the peculiar character and circumstances 
different sections the country will main- 
tained, and yet the units will sufficiently 
large make possible the establishment the 
project envisioned this paper. Possibly the 
nation could serviced five such centers, 
meeting the needs the east, the southeast, 
the midwest, the northwest, and the south- 
west, respectively. Supported jointly state 
and federal funds, these centers would pro- 
vide ample opportunity for striking out 
new directions through research and through 
the individual and combined experience the 
total organization, They would means 
replace established agencies for the visually 
handicapped, merely fulfilling the single 
function providing individualized and 
highly specialized retraining for the newly 
blinded. Present territorial divisions would re- 
main untouched and, after the close the 
period, the client would resume his contact 
with the home agency. 

These considerations secondary 
the face the crucial question: Are our pres- 
ent-day methods rehabilitating the newly 
blinded accord with sound psychological 
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and clinical findings and are they the best 
have devised? Herein the test most crucial 
and the evidence most compelling. Typically, 
our agencies attack the cases newly blinded 
persons with vigor and energy. the event 
need, social workers investigate and de- 
termine eligibility, home teachers cope with 
problems social adjustment, placement 
agents tackle employment and training difh- 
culties, local groups provide recreation, na- 
tional groups provide literature and Talking 
Books, summer institutes provide craft train- 
ing, and variety other agents play their 
part the adjustment picture. The devices 
and techniques perfected each these 
groups have been brought into being after 
painstaking and often brilliant work. Indi- 
vidually, their achievements are notable, their 
work behalf the blind has been out- 
standing, and their personnel are the best 
their specialties. Yet despite these laudable 
efforts, the newly blinded fail develop their 
greatest potentialities, and their social reha- 
bilitation not always well-planned and ef- 
fective. Perhaps Hector Chevigny his 
Eyes Have Cold Nose suggested the answer 
when wrote that the face the totality 
blindness there was totality program 
waiting for him. 

the face the catastrophic psychological 
reactions which accompany such traumatic 
experience blindness, the individual reacts 
violently and totally. not composed 
separable elements and cannot 
through diversity approaches. needs 
single anchor which can cling, tan- 
gible program which promises results. has 
desire contacted those who are 
called “do-gooders,” who wish for him 
and arouse him distrust their sympathy 
and their earnest desire help. the face 
feelings being abandoned, being help- 
less and cut off from the world, his sighted 
environment offers nothing but fear and 
shame. Left largely his own devices, with 
but occasional visits from home teachers and 


social workers, and dependent upon the 
clumsy attempts his family treat him 
normally, his withdrawal tendencies are given 
added impetus and the empty hours spent 
the radio endless contemplation shake 
the very foundations his psychological 
structure. The newly blinded person cannot 
quickly profit from occasional help. te. 
quires full authoritative and complete pro- 
gram which will teach him live blind 
person, first among other blind persons and 
later man among men. 

Conversations with persons who had 
cently lost their vision revealed that several 
weeks spent camp, removed from their 
over-protective home environments and aided 
skilled and understanding workers en- 
gaged fulltime program developed 
greater self-sufficiency and social equilibrium 
them than did the months spent home 
shop activity. Beyond this fact, the weapons 
with which have been armed fight the 
socially debilitating effects visual handicaps 
have become complex and dependent 
upon intimate association with the individual, 
that unlikely that home contacts can pro- 
vide with the knowledge and case material 
which need undertake rich rehabilita- 
tion program. Only through intimately know- 
ing the man, working with him, living with 
him, and helping him conquer his fears, 
can we, with the assistance newly-devel- 
oped testing instruments accurately diagnose 
the roots his problems and aid him at- 
tacking his fears and his insecurities their 
source. There nothing casual once-in- 
awhile about rehabilitation program, 
full time and demands the full energies 
the participant. home can provide the 
cial contacts, the recreational 
training, the mechanical schooling, the day 
day guidance and intensive supervision 
that such program makes mandatory. 
the face the total overwhelming catastrophe 
new blindness, workers with the blind 
must have prepared total answer which 
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REGIONAL REHABILITATION PROGRAM FOR THE BLIND 


offers clear-cut, coordinated program 
hope and results. 

All the raw materials are available great 
abundance. The subject matter, the psycho- 
logical skills, the training techniques, the per- 
sonnel and the materials are plentiful. 
piecemeal fashion have used them time 
and again. The student eager grasp 
the promise help strongly motivated, 
particularly when the program and the pur- 
the retraining center are outlined. 
Psychic depression, withdrawal mechanisms, 
deep discouragement and unhappiness are 
present, but his sense accomplishment 
rises result learning the innumerable 
things can for himself friendly 
and helpful atmosphere, and line with 
carefully conducted psychological interviews 
the regional retraining center, there rea- 
son believe that his adjustment will pro- 
duce salutary personality changes. The psy- 
chological aim the center relieve the 
pressures created through the crisis and con- 
flicts blindness, and gradually increas- 
ing his inner strengths and his ability 
solve daily life problems, enable him re- 
sume place the competitive sighted so- 
ciety which formerly operated. 

From case work point view, removal 
new environment represents almost 
essential step. the case work process, 
have been inclined reduce our work the 
simple algebraic terms triad consisting 
the worker, the client, and the environ- 
ment. has become axiomatic that the 
three, only one may dynamic and un- 
known fixed sense, our work 
objective. Assuming that the worker has 
been adequately trained and conscious 
and control the variable elements his 
personality, may list him being con- 
stant. But the environment the case the 
newly blinded largely internal and filled 
with upheaval, the family situation dis- 
turbed, and the client’s view reality un- 
balanced make the environment highly 


variable factor. The client himself vari- 
able, unpredictable dynamic being. 
order insure the success our case work 
process, the environment 
come under more direct control. the reha- 
bilitation center, will possible not only 
provide single controllable atmosphere, 
but malleable individualistic world for each 
patient. The environment the beginning 
the process will adjusted the indi- 
vidual. His needs will met fine adjust- 
ments the environmental elements the 
project. possible accept the feasi- 
bility such center, the problem arises: 
What the program suggested, and what are 
the methods which will employed this 
organization 

Although would exceed the function 
this paper elaborate such physical ele- 
ments the proposed center 
within the region, plant structure, and de- 
tailed equipment specifications, the question 
method and process more than pertinent. 
the nub the recommendations made 
this paper. Admittedly, the program 
evolved should dynamic, changing in- 
strument, flexible its adaptability the 
infinite individual differences which will 
encounter, and, above all else, tune with our 
present day view individuals total organ- 
isms reacting whole the total environ- 
ment. There will unquestionable need, 
all processes human relationship, for 
integrating force tying the 
gether into understandable patterns human 
behavior. This ideal will realized the 
guidance counselor the regional center. 
From his post the head the personnel 
hierarchy will have the deepest insight into 
the problems the visually handicapped per- 
son, owing the fact that alone will have 
the total picture. The counselor, from the very 
first, will make overall contact with the client, 
working out details program, personal dif- 
ficulties and conflicts; supervising the indi- 
vidual and group work; and coordinating the 
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OUTLOOK FOR THE BLIND 


total resources the center they apply 
each individual. Daily reports from medical, 
vocational, social, and educational offices will 
submitted him relative each person 
his case load. His finger will literally rest 
the pulse the visually handicapped in- 
dividual and the picture which the counselor 
possesses will supported test data, case 
histories, subjective observations, 
peutic interviews. The final responsibility for 
the success failure the client this center 
rests upon the shoulders the guidance coun- 
selor, whose training and personal qualities 
must include deep understanding and 
sympathy for his fellowmen 
utilizing social work and psychological tech- 
niques predominantly educational situa- 
tion. 

Although the rehabilitation process con- 
tinuous and variable duration, depending 
upon the particular individual, his motiva- 
tion, his intelligence and personality struc- 
ture; for the sake convenience, the center 
would view this process operating three 
stages, arbitrarily designated for administra- 
tive efficiency. 

The first orientation stage would begin 
prior the arrival the client the center. 
this first phase, stress would laid upon the 
gathering social case history which work- 
ers compile through contacts with the agen- 
cies, individuals, and families involved. 
study this case material supplemented 
recommendations made local agencies for 
the blind would carefully weighed de- 
termining the eligibility any person for 
admission. Serious health difficulties, need for 
further medical and surgical services, lack 
educational prerequisites, and other barriers 
effective use the center’s facilities would 
eliminate applicants unfit for admission. Upon 
arrival the center, get-acquainted period 
would start with the establishment contact 
with the counselor and the assignment 
aide who would constantly share the experi- 
ences the new client during this period. 


Every effort would made give the new 
arrival sense being wanted and respected 


vidual. Walking tours the grounds and the 
buildings would give him general view 
the center, supplemented information con- 
cerning services and procedures supplied 
the aide who would keep the client informed 
each step the process prior its being 
taken. 

this time, series tests would un- 
dertaken. Individual medical, psychological, 
interest and personality tests would admin- 
istered and daily reports submitted the 
aide relative the personality, attitudes and 
interests the student. The aide, through 
carefully planned series exercises would 
conduct informal individual classes orien- 
tation and travel within the grounds the 
center. After learning the use the cane and 
location the various facilities, the blind 
person would gradually undertake travel 
under what might called his own steam. 
would given every assistance the de- 
velopment his senses hearing, touch and 
smell and would encouraged self-ex- 
pression through sharing his ideas and ex- 
periences with other blind individuals. 

The second pre-vocational stage would 
begin when the visually handicapped student 
longer requires the assistance the 
travel and ready undertake class in- 
struction. this phase much emphasis 
placed upon group operations upon indi- 
vidual training. The concern largely with 
acquiring command fundamental skills 
and means attacking problems. Braille in- 
struction and typewriting are presented 
aids communication along with the use 
the radio, Talking Book, and braille literature 
compensating agents for the printed word. 
great importance instruction social 
games and graces. Common courtesies 
lationships with sighted persons would 
discussed and the techniques playing games 
cards, checkers and chess, and other 
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REGIONAL REHABILITATION PROGRAM FOR THE BLIND 


ments would presented. The means en- 
joying motion pictures would explored. 
There would instruction social dancing, 
bowling, and the means adapting local pas- 
times for use through simple braille and spe- 
cial equipment. The athletic program this 
every other stage the process cannot 
overemphasized. Physical activity 

rsonal nature such walking, swimming 
and riding would accompanied learning 
the methods engaging group sports, 


modified baseball, tug-of-war and 


others. season, winter sports would receive 
great deal attention. This program would 
attack and seek defeat the immobility and 
physical inertia caused blindness. This 
mere outline cannot include every item 
instruction, for many subjects will grow out 
the experience the center and spring 
from such common activities developing 
better methods shaving, dressing, and 
maintaining high degree personal neat- 
ness. 

The third and final stage predominantly 
vocational character and reaches for its re- 
sources into the community. After period 
intensive vocational tryouts and much voca- 
tional guidance, the client must the begin- 
ning this period reach vocational deci- 
sion. intends return formal aca- 
demic institution such college high 
school, equipped with the skills 
braille shorthand, note taking, reading tech- 
niques, library usages, course selection, and 
any academic preparation which may lack 
order gain admission the institution 
his choice. When selects trade 
vocation manual commercial type, the 
fundamental skills are taught situa- 
tions which are comparable those which 
the client will encounter the world work. 
The training will realistic nature and 
will conclude with experiences derived from 
actual work situations the nearby commu- 
The vocational aspect the readjust- 
ment process will conclude when the indi 


vidual ready accept employment his 
field training competition with others. 
During this final period training, most 
valuable psychological end gained the 
client achieves self-sufficiency and begins 
earn funds for his personal needs and even 
for the folks back home. Throughout this 
period, close contact maintained with the 
local agency toward the end preparing 
position for the student when leaves the 
center, Later follow-up work performed 
largely through contacts with this agency 
rather than with the individual. the same 
time, this period, social contacts are main- 
tained with the community the blind per- 
son shares the activities sighted society 
through attendance parties, teas, commu- 
nity enterprises, and other special events. The 
total program aims restoring the sense 
personal worth the blind individual, under- 
lining his abilities and achievements, and 
stressing the idea that, although one large 
door has been closed upon him, many other 
satisfying life experiences lie beyond the in- 
numerable doors which open wide for his 
exploration and living. 


GUY NICKESON DIES 


Guy Nickeson, whose death was reported 
the last issue the Outlook, had worked 
all his life toward the fulfillment his 
basic philosophy—that the blind could best 
helped through occupational training and em- 
ployment. 

Born Greene County, Pennsylvania, 
188, Mr. Nickeson was graduated from the 
Western Pennsylvania School for the Blind 
1910, There specialized piano 
Later, was the first placement agent for 
the School, and placed the first blind person 
large steel mill, Prior his death, had 
served executive director the 
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The Oregon State School for the Blind 
special school and such dealing with 
children who not fit into the public school 
system. All us, believe, deal fairly intelli- 
gently with the purely visual aspects our 
problem. are deal successfully with 
the problem its entirety, however, each one 
must assume attitude toward his 
work which, for want better term, 
may call the clinical attitude. There rea- 
son why each and every child is; 
may his home conditions environment; 
may his experiences while attempting 
public school work; may that 
simply has not the mental capacity keep 
with his fellows. Where the latter the 
case, his family, his friends, his 
the state may eventually have assume the 
burden caring for him throughout his 
entire life. Even where this obviously true, 
the duty this school and the teachers 
this school everything possible 
make that burden just light can 
made. 

Happily, for most our boys and girls 
there more cheerful outlook. For some 
the future holds much promise. The possibil- 
ities the rest vary has pleased their 
Creator endow them. But whatever child’s 
endowment, whatever his possibilities, the fact 
remains that has lifetime ahead him 
able do—and must look beyond the 
aggravations the discouragements the 
moment and keep mind the ultimate well- 


being the child. has difficulties, 


THE LONG VIEW 


letter from Superintendent Walter Dry his new teachers 


our business find the cause, possible, 
and remedy. 

handicapped children will have personality 
problems; that some will social misfits; 
that others will mentally handicapped 
retarded the same circumstances which 
caused their blindness. While annoying, 
aggravating, sometimes almost maddening the 
way Johnny Willie Mary misbehaves 
fails utterly learn, teacher ever 
justified regarding these personal mat- 
ters. not fair for the teacher allow 
such things upset her and color her reaction 
toward child the point where becomes 
“thorn the flesh.” 

Unless you can take the long view, unless 
you can cheerfully bend all your efforts to- 
ward helping each child get from life and 
give life the very utmost which 
capable—unless you can take this view and 
accept individual problems challenge 
your interest and ingenuity, opportunity 
for service, then your place certainly not 
the field special education and gravely 
doubt teaching your field all. 

teacher this school ever asked 
the impossible—to put child through 
certain grade; insist upon definite amount 
master specific subject given time. But 
adult with special training, your 
duty recognize the fact that are not 
the broad educational field where all the 
children may regimented, but special- 
ized, remedial field requiring unlimited 
patience, understanding and forbearance. 
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STATE FAIR EXHIBIT 


CHARLES DANN 


For the past nine years, except during the 
war, have made quite affair our 
annual exhibit the State Fair held each 
Puyallup, Washington. The 
Fair Association has permanently donated 
the three most desirable stalls the 
grounds. They are booths and just in- 
side the main gate, and everyone passing 
through these gates passes our exhibit. 
previous years have displayed demon- 
strated all the activities the Division for the 
Blind, except public assistance. This last Sep- 
tember, however, limited our exhibit 
vocational rehabilitation services. 

Booth No. featured industrial placement 
and small business enterprises. From various 
industries where blind persons are employed, 
borrowed sample items that had been pro- 
duced worked the blind employees. 
These were displayed and appropriately la- 
beled tell the onlooker just what part the 
blind worker played their production. 
Attractively mounted photographs blind 
people work industry business were 
also used. Extensive use was made posters 
telling the public about the Washington 
Second Injury Law, the types industries 
where the blind can and work and what 
jobs they can do. pictorial graph told the 
number employable blind tHe State, the 
number who were employed and the number 
agent was duty all times and employers 


Charles Dann supervisor Vocational Rehabilita- 
tion and Placement Services the Division for the Blind 
the Department Public Welfare the State 
Washington. 


were invited stop and talk things over. 
This display alone resulted valuable con- 
tacts which may lead the placement 
several blind persons. 

our second booth blind home indus- 
try worker demonstrated his skill hand 
loom. During the nine days the fair, 
turned out nearly 200 yards beautiful 
yardage that has long since been made into 
baby afghans and put the market. the 
side walls flanking the weaver was attrac- 
tive display baby afghans and the rear 
wall was crayon drawing the Washing- 
ton Training Center for the Blind, hub 
the home industry program. Surrounding the 
drawing montage effect were sketches de- 
picting the services available through the 
training center such guidance and counsel- 
ling, training, adjustment, and opportunity 
earn living. 

The third booth featured Handcrest, Inc., 
the non-profit corporation through which all 
products the home industry program are 
put the market. Attractively displayed 
store-window fashion were table place mats, 
scarfs, baby afghans, baby bassinets, pet bas- 
kets, doll bassinets, and other items. This 
exhibit was responsible for additional mer- 
chandizing accounts; and more business for 
Handcrest, Inc., means more work for the 
blind home industry people. 

This year’s paid attendance the fair was 
near the half million mark. are certain 
that the efforts expended connection with 
this exhibit each year are more than repaid 
the greater awareness the general public 
that the blind can work. 
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State Training Employ- 
ment Service for the Blind, 2550 North State 
Jackson, Mississippi, offers clean hand- 
sorted tire links for rubber mats $1.75 per 
thousand, Jackson, Mississippi. Links 
are stocked large quantities for immediate 


shipment. Workshops interested making 


special size mats and mat runners will find 
ready sales for these mats any business 
establishment where workers are required 
stand for long periods time. The mak- 
ing this type mat offers ideal employ- 
ment for the visually handicapped, well 
large profits. 


Sources Minute Mop Company, 
23rd St., Chicago 16, Illinois, offer the 
following, Chicago: 


265,000 hardwood dowels, 
tapered point one end, and 
square opposite end for dis- 
tance leaving round for length 
27”. They are stained green. They are 
packed 300 carton, two cartons case. 
lots 


1200 $3.60 per 
4800 3.24 “ “ 


100,000 fir dowels, square 
cut both ends, bundles 150 pcs. 
lots 


1000 $4.10 per 
5000 3.92 “ “ 
10000-more 


New York Twine Corporation, 36th 
New York 18, are interested 
contacting the shops supply them with 
broom twine. 

Great China Trading Co., 230 Governor 


Building, Portland Oregon, offers split 
rattan follows: 


Length—18” 

Packing—in bales 133 

Price—11¢ per f.0.b. Portland ware- 
house 

Terms—net. Cash, days 


John Conrad, 8745 Artesia Ave., Bell- 
flower, California, has available rawhide lac- 
ings follows: 


per ft. 

V"”—.06¢ “ “ 

"—o5¢ “ “< 

“ “ 
Bellflower, California. 


The Baltimore Sales Book Co., Box 3120- 
Frederick Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland, 
can furnish purchase order books for any re- 
tail sales unit much cheaper price than 
your local printers. 

Boston Woven Hose Rubber Co., Box 
1071, Boston Massachusetts, have increased 
their prices red and black spacer tubing 
follows: 


7/16” black smooth spac- 
tubing, cut long 
$1.03 per 1000 pieces 
LD. 7/16” O.D. red smooth spacer 
tubing, cut long 
per 1000 pieces 
7/16” O.D. black smooth spac- 
tubing long lengths 
$16.12 per 1000 feet 
LD. 7/16” O.D. red smooth spacer 
tubing long lengths 
$20.44 per 1000 feet. 
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THE SUGGESTION BOX 


the Technical Research 


the difficulties about column like this 
the time-lag between its writing and its ap- 
pearance print. Since the recording ma- 
chine, announced here two months ago, was 
written up, some very promising experi- 
ments have been carried out; and while the 
final results are not yet certain, may 
well take chance, rather than wait an- 
other month before making known what 
has been done far. 

looks now—and let stressed that 


‘nothing completely definite yet—as 


will possible use this machine 
Audograph Soundscriber. supply 
vinylite sheeting has been obtained, ten thou- 
sandths inch thick (which the same 
Audograph and Soundscriber use); and 
discs, ten inches diameter, have been cut, 
and excellent embossed records have been 
made. The difference between standard in- 
stantaneous recording and embossing that 
the thread cut out the 
record, while the latter, tiny ditch 
ploughed slightly rounded diamond 
needle. the embossing process, nothing 
removed from the record; the material 
simply displaced. The disadvantage em- 
bossing that slightly inferior quality 
secured. The advantage ease operation 
and greatly reduced cost. 

the now promising aspect the experi- 
ments survives, here will recording 
medium which will available students, 
lawyers, clerygmen, and others, about 
third the cost hitherto available em- 
bossing machines. The material costs will 
about twenty-five cents hour, and the 
quality will surpass that the type now 


the market. The cost the recording ma- 
chine has advanced $95.00, price 
diamond embossing stylus (which will 
last lifetime unless broken), new 
lead screw increase the playing time 
each record and weight placed 
the cutting head will amount $12.50. Discs 
the thin, transparent plastic will cost about 

Recordings music have been made 
this medium, and musicians report that the 
quality satisfactory for memorization pur- 
poses. Samples have been played twenty-five 
times the same machine with notice- 
able change. not yet known what 
other machines the records could played, 
nor can anything said record life 
such other machines will play them. 

the experiments work out, seems al- 
together likely that many volunteer readers 
will want secure machines that they 
can record books for the libraries. Indeed, 
orders have already been received from in- 
dividuals and colleges. 

tioned experiments are successful, en- 
tirely probable that libraries all over the 
country, well other services for the 
blind, will install programs similar the 
ones already operation New York and 
Philadelphia. Already, the New York Pub- 
lic Library, co-operation with the Red 
Cross and the Ethical Culture Society, offer 
Soundscriber service students and others 
all over the country. Anyone who equipped 
play Soundscriber recordings may request 
books Mrs. Alison Alessios, Library for 
the Blind, 137 West Street, New York 
New York. general, the present time, 


= 
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Links: State Training Employ- 
ment Service for the Blind, 2550 North State 
Jackson, Mississippi, offers clean hand- 
sorted tire links for rubber mats $1.75 per 
thousand, f.o.b. Jackson, Mississippi, Links 
are stocked large quantities for immediate 
shipment. Workshops interested making 
special size mats and mat runners will find 
ready sales for these mats any business 
establishment where workers are required 
stand for long periods time. The mak- 
ing this type mat offers ideal employ- 
ment for the visually handicapped, well 
large profits. 


Sources Minute Mop Company, 
23rd St., Chicago 16, Illinois, offer the 
following, f.o.b. Chicago: 


265,000 hardwood dowels, 
tapered point one end, and milled 
square opposite end for dis- 
tance leaving round for length 
27”. They are stained green. They are 
packed 300 carton, two cartons case. 
lots 


1200 $3.60 per 

4800 3 24 “ “< 

100,000 fir dowels, square 


cut both ends, bundles 150 pcs. 
lots 


1000 $4.10 per 
5000 3-92 “ 
10000-more 


New York Twine Corporation, 36th 
New York 18, Y., are interested 
contacting the shops supply them with 
broom twine. 

Great China Trading Co., 230 Governor 
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Building, Portland Oregon, offers 
rattan follows: 


Packing—in bales 133 

Price—11¢ per Portland 
house 

Cash, days 


John Conrad, 8745 Artesia Ave., 
flower, California, has available rawhide 
ings follows: 


per ft. 
V,"— 06¢ “ “ 
“ “ 
Y,”—.04¢ “ “ 
Bellflower, California. 


The Baltimore Sales Book Co., Box 
Frederick Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland, 
can furnish purchase order books for any re- 
tail sales unit much cheaper price than 
your local printers. 

Boston Woven Hose Rubber Co., Box 
1071, Boston Massachusetts, have increased 
their prices red and black spacer tubing 
follows: 


LD. 7/16” O.D. black smooth 
tubing, cut long 
$1.03 per 1000 pieces 
7/16” O.D. red smooth spacer 
tubing, cut long 
per 1000 pieces 


7/16” black smooth spac- 


tubing long lengths 
$16.12 per 1000 feet 


LD. 7/16” red smooth spacer 


tubing long lengths 
$20.44 per 1000 feet. 
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THE SUGGESTION BOX 


the Technical Research Department 


the about column like this 
the time-lag between its writing and its ap- 
pearance print. Since the recording ma- 
chine, announced here two months ago, was 
written up, some very promising experi- 
ments have been carried out; and while the 
final results are not yet certain, may 
well take chance, rather than wait an- 
other month before making known what 
has been done far. 

looks now—and let stressed that 
nothing completely definite yet—as 
will possible use this machine 
Audograph Soundscriber. supply 
vinylite sheeting has been obtained, ten thou- 
sandths inch thick (which the same 
Audograph and Soundscriber use); and 
discs, ten inches diameter, have been cut, 
and excellent embossed records have been 
made. The difference between standard 
stantaneous recording and embossing that 
the former, thread cut out the 
record, while the latter, tiny ditch 
ploughed slightly rounded diamond 
needle. the embossing process, nothing 
removed from the record; the material 
simply displaced. The disadvantage em- 
bossing that slightly inferior quality 
secured. The advantage ease operation 
and greatly reduced cost. 

the now promising aspect the experi- 
ments survives, here will recording 
medium which will available students, 
lawyers, clerygmen, and others, about 
third the cost hitherto available em- 
bossing machines. The material costs will 
about twenty-five cents hour, and the 
quality will surpass that the type now 


the market. The cost the recording ma- 
chine has advanced $95.00, and the price 
diamond embossing stylus (which will 
last lifetime unless broken), new 
lead screw increase the playing time 
each record and weight placed 
the cutting head will amount $12.50. Discs 
the thin, transparent plastic will cost about 

Recordings music have been made 
this medium, and musicians report that the 
quality satisfactory for memorization pur- 
poses. Samples have been played twenty-five 
times the same machine with notice- 
able change. not yet known what 
other machines the records could played, 
nor can anything said record life 
such other machines will play them. 

the experiments work out, seems al- 
together likely that many volunteer readers 
will want secure machines that they 
can record books for the libraries. Indeed, 
orders have already been received from in- 
dividuals and colleges. 

ProcraM. the aforemen- 
tioned experiments are successful, en- 
tirely probable that libraries all over the 
country, well other services for the 
blind, will install programs similar the 
ones already operation New York and 
Philadelphia. Already, the New York Pub- 
lic Library, co-operation with the Red 
Cross and the Ethical Culture Society, offer 
Soundscriber service students and others 
all over the country. Anyone who equipped 
play Soundscriber recordings may request 
books Mrs. Alison Alessios, Library for 
the Blind, 137 West Street, New York 
New York. general, the present time, 
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this offer applies only people who have 
Soundscribers their own. Some Talking 
Book reproducers—those with 
weight pickups—will play some Soundscriber 
discs, but these are not 
tory. hoped, eventually, that means 
will found adapt standard Talking 
Book reproducers that they will play em- 
bossed recordings adequately. 

larly handy device for sharpening knives 
without damage the blade has recently 
been announced the Wulff Manufactur- 
ing Company. consists grinding wheel 
wall. The top the frame solid, ex- 
cept for two slots, positioned that when 
the blade inserted, held the correct 
angle against the wheel. The pressed steel 
frame measures three inches wide and two 
and half inches deep. Postpaid, $1.20. 

checker set has recently come 
out the same format the Game Goal 
and the Game Bottoms which this de- 
partment handles. This pocket-sized 
board, measuring inches square and 
little under inch thick. The men consist 
pegs which are turned around make 
kings. The two ends can readily identified 
touch, and the colors are distinguished 
having the shapes modified. The holes 
the board are reamed for easy location, 
and diagonal lines are engraved the board 
for simplifying the moves. drawer the 
board provides storage space for the men. 
Postpaid, $1.00. 

Correr Pin Those employed 
factories where cotter pins must installed 
will interested handy little home- 
made tool which was devised the Schroeder 
Valve Company. This square-shanked 
tool handle, the shank measuring 3/16 
inch square. 3/16 inch slot cut the 
end, and parallel two sides, and the end 
then ground off that its plane makes 
angle sixty degrees with the plane 


one the sides which the slot 
This leaves two blades, one higher than the 
other. spread the blades the cotter 
pin, the shorter blade laid against the 
longer sheave the cotter pin, and pressure 
applied. The other blade can then bent 
similar way. 

Pen. While there 
have been very few complaints about the 
Sylvania Ball Point Pen which now 
ing carried, there have been enough 
for more expensive pen, and enough 
thusiastic comments about 
Jim” that has seemed wise add that 
the This model measures 
inches long and about inch diameter. 
handle and closed pressing the button still 
further. appears write very easily and 
leave fine, dark line. Refills can 
cured when the pen runs dry. Black 
roon, with gold-colored clip and cap. Pen 
complete, $1.60. Refills 55¢. Sylvania pens 
will continue stocked the old price 
fifty cents. 

Repairs Purchasers will 
save both themselves and this department 
time and expense if, instead returning cer- 
tain defective items here, they send them 
rectly the factory. This notice applies 
the following items, whose 
address given: 


Sylvania Ball Point Pens: Sylvania Pen 
Merrick Rd., Freeport, 
I., New York. 

Nidorgraph Pens: Nidorgraph Pen Co, 
286 Merrick Rd., Lynbrook, I., New 
York, 

Waterbury Alarm Clocks: Time 
Corporation, Att.: Mr. Germaine, Cus- 
tomers Service Dept., Waterbury 
Conn. 


Interval Timers: Rhodes 
poration, Bartholomew St. 
ford Conn. 


Fla 
Pre 
Bral 
esting 
piece 
intend 
chair. 
slic 
read 
the 
blind 
natec 
ested 
have 
are 
squa 
rour 
one 
Req 
cove 
the 
nat 
cil 
Jot 
fel 
cla 
the 


THE SUGGESTION BOX 


Flameless Cigarette Lighters: Lektrolite 
Corporation, 1907 Park New 
York, 

Pressure Cookers: During Development 
Corporation, 432 Franklin St., Syra- 
cuse 


Boarp. Mr. Walter 
Holloway, Rochester, submitted inter- 
board Dr. Helen Keller. was 
piece tempered Masonite, inches, 
intended lie across the arm arm- 
chair. This long enough for the braille book 
slide either end that the page being 
read always comfortable position. 

More During the war, 
the Salvation Army conducted USO pro- 
gram, the course which acquired 
number checker boards for the use 
blinded veterans. The surplus supply new 
boards has now very generously been do- 
nated the American Foundation for the 
Blind for distribution all who are inter- 
ested. These are similar the sets which 
have for some time been available Amer- 
ica. The boards, 1114 inches square, 
are heavy cardboard, with the black 
squares sunken. The men are the standard 
round and square types, with depressions 
one side indicate when piece “king.” 
Requests for these checker sets should 
accompanied twenty-five cents coin 
cover the shipping costs. 

Ned Small- 
wood, Warsaw, New York, suggests using 
the bar above the typewriter platen sig- 
nature guide. also uses the clip pen- 
cil for locating points line, when has 
pencil with movable clip. George West 
Johnson, Lucedale, Mississippi, suggests 
felt pad under braille writer reduce 
clatter. thin strip tacked the desk along 
the left side the pad keeps the braille writer 
from “walking.” Mrs. Charles Napier, 
Clifton, New Jersey, points out that Cudahy’s 
Delrich margarine comes plastic sack 


with enclosed coloring, that one can mix 
simply manipulating the sack (with the 
margarine the right temperature for mix- 
ing). She also suggests taping the ends 
cane with Scotch tape when caning chairs 
that the ends fray crack. Gerald 
Ensing, Mars, Michigan, made himself 
leather holster large enough hold his 
rule, screw driver, and pair pliers. The 
holster fits onto the belt. figures he’s 
saved several full days hunting for tools 
the few years he’s had it. Homer Elliott, 
Charleston, West Virginia, has two gluing 
hints: When regluing anything, remove the 
old glue with vinegar and let dry; and when 
gluing pieces too large for standard C-clamps, 
head and tail piece are available which fit 
any standard inch pipe. One end 
the pipe must threaded receive the head 
piece. The tail piece slides along the pipe and 
locks at- any position. These parts are listed 
Sears and Roebuck Catalogue #9L6674, 
and are priced $1.95, plus postage three 
pounds fourteen ounces. 


BLIND RADIO ENGINEER HONORED 


Lavon Peterson, inventor and radio engineer 
Omaha, Nebraska, whose radio school was 
described the last issue the Outlook, was 
recently honored the National Junior 
Chamber Commerce, one the nation’s 
ten most outstanding young men 1947. 

Mr. Peterson, who has been blind for all 
his twenty-eight years, became interested 
radio the age twelve. taught Army 
and marine radiomen how repair sets 
total darkness. facilitate such work under 
combat and blackout conditions, Mr. Peterson 
developed device with braille dial and 
hand-operated pointer record voltage 
current and resistance electrical conductors. 
now teaching blind and other physically 
handicapped persons radio fundamentals and 
repair work the Radio Engineering Insti- 
tute, which founded and directs Omaha. 
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UNIVERSITY WISCONSIN 
COURSES FOR TEACHERS THE BLIND 


The Committee Child Development 
the University Wisconsin, co-operation 
with the American Foundation for the Blind, 
for the fifth consecutive year, including spe- 
cial training for teachers the blind its 
summer program. The following courses will 
offered: 

142—Special Techniques and Appli- 

ances Used Teaching the Blind. Mastery 
Standard English Braille grade oper- 
ation and care the braille writer, use 
the Taylor and Brannan arithmetic slates, 
the Talking Book, square handwriting, 
writing boards and grilles, braille maps, 
models and specimens. 2-3 credits. 
Potts and Jennette Maris. 

141—Methods and Materials the 
Education the Blind the Elementary 
Grades. Methods which have been adapted 
devised for the more efficient instruction 
blind pupils oral and silent reading, 
writing, spelling, dramatic arts, arithmetic, 
geography, nature study, health, typing, 
music, modeling, manual training, and 
home economics. credits. Potts. 

148—Advanced Problems the Edu- 
cation the Blind. For advanced students. 
study research and the development 
methods for conducting research this 
area; evaluation newer methods teach- 
ing the blind; methods evaluating edu- 
cational outcomes; methods introducing 
new curricula; study personality and ad- 
justment problems; and eyaluation vari- 
ous types guidance. Students will make 
intensive studies specially selected topics. 

144—Education the Partially Seeing 
Child. The organization and administra- 


tion classes for the partially seeing; 
ical surroundings and equipment; ways 
and means conducting classes; 
tional media and their use; vocational guid- 
ance; anatomy, physiology, and hygiene 
the eyes; and study common eye dis 
eases. credits. Olive Peck. 


Other courses offered which would 


helpful special teachers include: 


the Exceptional Child”, “Education the 
Mentally Handicapped”, “Correction 
Speech Disorders”, “Diagnosis Scholarship 
and Behavior Difficulties”, and “Principles 
and Practices Guidance”. All the courses 
mentioned may taken for graduate credit, 
and all are open qualified undergraduates. 
Registration June and 26, and the 
eight-week session extends from June 
August 20. Preliminary arrangements should 
made soon possible because the 
rollment seriously overtaxing lodging facili- 
ties. Communications regard courses 
should sent Dr. Potts, Assistant 
Director, American Foundation for the Blind; 
those regard lodging the Director 
Residence Halls, Chadbourne Hall, Madison 
and those regard other matters Dr. 
Helen Dawe, Chairman, Committee Child 
Development, University Wisconsin. 


CONTEST FOR BLIND COMPOSERS 


The Braille Musical Club Chicago an- 
nounces its third annual national 
tion contest open blind composers through- 
out the country. There are two sections: 
one for original composition for solo piano 
and the other for vocal solo with piano 
companiment. Prizes $25, $15 and will 
awarded each section. 
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BLIND MAN WITH VISION 
BLIND MAN WITH VISION 


Mark Kitely was always proudest his 
corn fields. But for long years has never 
them. has not seen his grown chil- 
dren since they were little tots, nor his wife, 
nor the Rockies towering above his acres. 
sees only through his children’s eyes. 
Kitely has been blind for years; 
yet unquestionably one Colorado’s 
finest farmers. 

went see Mark Kiteley, who lives near 
Longmont. found him expertly inspecting 
seed corn, his sensitive fingers telling him 
what his eyes can longer see. 

Kiteley stood near home-made tractor, 
pointing out its power take off, belt pulley, 
and model rear end, could see each 
feature. Then beckoned the cozy 
white farm house nestled among the trees. 

“There’s interest enough the world 
keep life good without seeing,” com- 
mented. 

Here was man struck down the prime 
his life. had never seen his youngest 
child. Yet had found that life good. 

Kiteley proof that blind man can make 
success farming. The Kiteleys were mar- 
before suspected the truth. For long 
time, kept the fear himself. There were 
three children, ages two, four and six. When 
broke the news his wife, that incredibly 
courageous young mother said: “Mark, 
will all see for you.” And that the family has 
done. 

Using his family’s eyes, Kiteley began the 
long, cruel adjustment. “I’d put one 
“and found they could drive around like 
horse.” Before long, the farmer was 
ing everywhere around place with his 
children’s help. 


Condenséd from the December, 1947 issue Farm 
Journal, and reprinted from the January, 1948 issue 
The Open Door, publication the Brooklyn Bureau 


Service, with the kind permission both publica- 


Next, tackled the tractor. Holding one 
the children his lap steer, Kiteley per- 
formed the rest the operations, soon do- 
ing everything from plowing haying. 

learned,” said, “that could stand 
truck and shovel sugar beets fast when 
could see.” tramped ensilage, operated 
tractor and cutter, sorted corn. 

Kiteley spent whole winters sorting seed 
corn. became expert that could tell 
the quality ear feeling it—its weight, 
shape and character. The sightless seedman 
pioneered with hybrid seed corn, introducing 
one the first two fields Colorado. The 
Kiteley hybrids are great demand. Kiteley 
experimenting with several crosses in- 
bred lines. His seed corn rated third among 
varieties the Colorado Agricultural 
College. 

“Mark kept his chin up, and just went. 
along with him,” the way Mrs. Kiteley ex- 
plains it. 

When first became blind, Kiteley wor- 
ried about his children’s education. 
proud that all went college. Both boys were 
charter members the Colorado Flying 
Farmers. 

“There are only two things really miss,” 
said, “seeing the family and the moun- 
tains.” pointed Rockies. “It’s kind 
hazy there, isn’t it?” was. Intuitively, 
seemed feel it. 

Kiteley feels the independence farmer 
who has made good. The state Colorado 
provides pension for blind people. Kiteley 
would have nothing with it. 

“It makes sick,” said. “The trouble 
with the United States today that lot 
people think the country owes them liv- 
ing. can’t agree. don’t think get se- 
curity law. get production. I’ve 
always had terrible fear living off 
anybody.” 

Seeing Mark Kiteley, had the feeling that 
the sightless seedsman was seeing lot fur- 
ther than most us. 


— 
—— 


OUTLOOK FOR BLIND 


CHANGES THE DIRECTORY Blind, Erie County Branch, 
Pages and 23—Guide Dogs for the Blind. address Daniel 
The new address 1458 Sutter Building, Erie. John 
Street, San Francisco Califor- Executive Director 
Page 15—Trustees Under the Will Mary 
Baker Eddy. Hudson Burr Page 85—Pennsylvania Association 
the Publishers’ Agent and Miss Blind, Hazleton Branch. The 
Nathalie Brigham Braille Cor- West 
respondent. Street, Hazleton, Pa. 
Page 22—California Council for the Blind. Page 
The new address 2421 Woolsey 
Street, Berkeley Calif Branch. The new Executive 
Page 34—Division for the Blind. The ad- 
dress has been changed from 176 Page 86—Pennsylvania Association for 
LaSalle Street, Chicago Nickeson, Executive 


Page 45—Division Services for the Blind, deceased. 


State Dept. Health and Wel- Page 86—The Pennsylvania Association 
fare. David Stevens the new the Blind, Tri-County 
has moved 1607 North 


Street, Harrisburg. 
Page 50—Massachusetts Association 


Promoting the Interests the Page 


Adult Blind. The new address for the Blind. The addres 

Mount Vernon Street, Bos- Old Citadel Building, 

Street, Charleston 29, South 
Page 60—Kansas City Association for the 


Blind. Mr. Fred Sturm has left 
and the new Executive Secretary 
Mr. William Crowe. 

Page 62—Mr. William McMillen now 
Superintendent the Nebraska 
School for the Blind, having re- 
placed Mr. Abbott. 

Page 73—Services for the Blind, American 
Red Cross. The new address 
315 Lexington Avenue, New York 
16, 

Page 75—The Guilford 
tion for the Blind, 224 Syca- 
more Street, Greensboro, C., 
now known the Guilford In- 
dustries for the Blind. 

Page 85—Pennsylvania Association for the 
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